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SCANDAL'’S BIZARRE START

NEW YORK POST

- WIGS & CODE NAMES

By NILES LATHEM, Bureau Chief
WASHIN GTON — Iranscam witness Rich-
ard Secord unveiled a bizarre story yes-
terday of secret U.S.-Iranian meetings at
which the Americans used code names
and the translator donned a wig.

Secord's tale, on his second day of testimony be-
fore the joint Iranscam hearings, highlighted the
lengths to which key
principals in the affair
went to disguise their

activities.

Present were Secord,
Oliver North, a CIA
ofticer and aides to Ira-
nian Prime Minister
All Khameini.

Secord said he used the
name “Gen Adams."”
North became “Mr.
Good” and the translator
- 8eeord’a Iranian busi-

,  Albert
Haklm was identified
as a Turk named Ibra-
ham Ibraham.

Because Iranian mid-
dleman Manucher Ghor-
banifar had denounced

a and glasses.
g:owallo recalled
how U.S. officials, in-
cluding former na-
tional security adviser
Robert McFarlane,
started distrusting
Ghorbanifar after he
failed to follow through
on promises to free U.8.
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hostages in Lebanon.
“McFarlane said
Ghorbanifar was one
of the most despicable
characters he'd ever

“I was hn.ving a
rather acid conversa-
tion with Ghorbanifar
and I told him on the
telephone that I
thought he behaved
very poorly, that he
was promising the
moon, always, and
never producing, and
1 was going to recom-
mend that he be ter-
minated,” Secord said.

To a roomful of
laughter, Secord said
Ghorbanifar “misin-
terpreted that” and
believed that Secord
wanted him killed.

:
i
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North, who fre-
quently clashed with
moderates at the
State Dept., gave that
agency the code name
uwﬂmp.n

The CIA was code-
named “Nancy,” while
field agents working
the supply efforts
were given such
names as “Ralph” and
“Blackie.”

El Salvador was re-
ferred to nilu“Chlca'

,* Tegucigalpa as
§§w York,” ammuni-
tion as “salt,” radars

“rain” and the con-
tra forces as “eagles.”

Asked by the com-
mittee why so many
code names were
used, Secord replied:

“It's customary in

clandestine opera-
tions to use pseudo-
nyms.”

memo, it once rained
so hard on a secret
Costa Rican airstrip
that an airplane car-
rying supplies was
stuck in the mud for
nearly a week.




